UP 457, SPRING 2019

Small Town and Rural Planning Workshop

Instructor: Bev Wilson
E-mail: bevwilso@illinois.edu
Phone: (217) 244-1761
Office: Temple Hoyne Buell Hall, Room 224

Meeting Time: Tu, Th 2:00–3:20 PM (Room 223)
Meeting Location: Temple Hoyne Buell Hall
Office Hours: By appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This workshop course (4 credit hours) focuses on small towns and rural communities. Students will apply
concepts and skills from prior courses and work extensively in teams to compile, synthesize, and present
information that will aid future planning, placemaking, and development efforts. There are no prerequisites
and students will have ample opportunity to contribute in a variety of ways within the collaborative learning
environment. We will work closely with University of Illinois Extension to engage communities, contribute
in a meaningful way to “real world” efforts in Illinois, and gain a deeper understanding of planning through
practice. Based on individual interests and conference calls during the second week of class, students will
self-organize into teams and work on one of the following projects:
Revitalizing Beardstown Harbor and Marina
What: Work with city officials, Cass County, U of I Extension, and residents to develop an economic
impact report to support ongoing grant-writing initiatives and engage residents and other stakeholders to
visualize what a completed marina project might look like. The geodesign framework may prove useful
and the work may involve conducting surveys and interviews, site planning, and producing architectural
renderings.
Where: Beardstown, Illinois

Applying the Geodesign Framework in Viola
What: Work with village officials, U of I Extension, and residents design potential uses for an entire
block of village-owned property in the heart of town. The geodesign framework may prove useful and
students will likely conduct interviews, collect and analyze data, and contribute to a visioning process
where the community reaches a consensus on what to do with the property.
Where: Viola, Illinois

COURSE FORMAT
A tentative schedule is included in this syllabus. Although some class periods will consist of team work on
specific tasks, all students are expected to attend every class session in order to receive new instructions,
hear status reports from other work groups, or to have team meetings with the instructor. The latter provide
an opportunity to review the work plan, member responsibilities, and overall progress towards assigned
tasks. If you are not able to attend a class session, please notify the instructor via email in advance.
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REQUIREMENTS & EVALUATION
General participation in the discussions comprises 10% of the final grade and team members will be asked
to evaluate (confidentially) one another at the end of the semester—this information received will also be
used to determine each student’s final grade for the course. Students should plan to make at least one and
as many as three visits to the study site over the course of the semester. Some of the visits may require an
early morning departure from campus or a late return to Champaign-Urbana. Several key tasks have been
identified to structure the term project component of the course and each of these will entail a significant
amount of work within teams. Most of these will involve submission of a memo to the instructor as a means
of formalizing communication and documenting progress. The (tentative) due dates for these memos and
other assignment are specified below and taken together, the memos will count for 20% of the final grade.
An individual technical report will be assigned immediately after the spring vacation and will count for
15% of the final grade. A midterm presentation summarizing preliminary work and identifying obstacles
as well as remaining tasks will count for 10% and a final presentation in the community will count for an
additional 15% of the course grade. The remaining 30% of the course grade is based on the quality of the
final report and deliverables produced by each working group. The final report should synthesize the
historical, qualitative, and quantitative information collected over the course of the semester and provide
recommendations and strategies for achieving the goals articulated by our local partners. We will use Trello
to manage the group project work and to ensure that all group members contribute to the work products.
The use of Trello boards is intended to make the group project work more transparent for the instructor and
discourage “free-riding” within project groups.

ASSIGNMENT

DUE DATE

CONTRIBUTION

General Participation
Group Memos (2)
Individual Technical Report
Group Presentation (Midterm)
Group Presentation (Community)
Group Final Report & Materials

Ongoing
See Schedule
April 23rd
March 12th or 14th
April 25th or 30th
May 8th

10%
20%
15%
10%
15%
30%

In fairness to all students, ten points will be deducted for late assignments, with an additional ten points
deducted for each subsequent day. No exceptions can be made without a written medical excuse from our
doctor and a proposed new deadline.
The overall assessment of student performance in this course is derived from the components listed above,
subject to the percentage weights listed in the preceding table. All of these components are scored on a 100
point scale, which should make it easy for each student to gauge their standing as the semester progresses.

FINAL GRADE
A+
A
AB+
B
BC+

TOTAL
98 to 100
94 to 97
91 to 93
88 to 90
84 to 87
81 to 83
78 to 80

FINAL GRADE

TOTAL

C
CD+
D
DF

74 to 77
71 to 73
68 to 70
64 to 67
61 to 63
0 to 60
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The general grading rubric is as follows:
•
•
•
•

An assignment at the A level demonstrates original thought and synthesis of ideas, sophisticated,
cogent analysis, and is clearly written or presented. Outstanding work.
An assignment at the B level presents above average analysis with appropriate evidence to support
the ideas and is clearly written or presented. Very good work.
An assignment at the C level shows a basic level of understanding, with analysis limited to the
most obvious arguments. Writing is competent. Adequate work.
An assignment at the D level misunderstands or misrepresents the material, or is so poorly written
or presented as to obscure the analysis. Inadequate work.

Your grade will reflect the quality of your work and fulfillment of the expectations outlined in this syllabus.

READING MATERIAL
There is one required text for this class. Purchasing (or sharing) the book listed below is strongly
recommended and will help students to get more out of the course by providing context and greater depth
than could otherwise be achieved. A copy of this text has been placed on reserve in the Funk (ACES)
Library.
Daniels, T.L., Keller, J.W., Lapping, M.B., Daniels, K. & Segedy, J. (2007). The Small Town Planning
Handbook, 3rd Edition. Chicago, IL: American Planning Association. ISBN: 978-1932364330
All assigned readings not in the text above will be placed on the Compass web site as PDFs and the readings
for each session will be placed in a separate folder, arranged in chronological order.

COURSE POLICIES
Disability Services: This course will accommodate students with documented disabilities. Please refer to
the Disability Resource Guide (http://www.disability.illinois.edu/disability-resource-guide) for more
information and inform the instructor of any requests at the beginning of the semester.
Academic Integrity: The UIUC Student Code (http://www.admin.illinois.edu/policy/code) requires all
students to support academic integrity and abide by its provisions, which prohibit cheating, fabrication,
plagiarism, and facilitation of these and related infractions. According to Section § 1-401, “students have
been given notice of this rule by virtue of its publication” and “regardless of whether a student has
actually read this rule, a student is charged with knowledge of it.” The provisions of the Student Code are
applicable to this course. In written work, all ideas (as well as data or other information) that are not
your own must be cited.
Diversity: The Department of Urban and Regional Planning (DURP) is committed to creating an
environment of inclusion and opportunity that is rooted in the very goals and responsibilities of practicing
planners. Conduct that interferes with the rights of another or creates an atmosphere of intimidation or
disrespect is inconsistent with the environment of learning and cooperation that the program requires. By
enrolling a course in the Department of Urban and Regional Planning, students agree to be responsible for
maintaining a respectful environment in all DURP activities, including lectures, discussions, labs,
projects, and extracurricular programs. We will be governed by the University Student Code. Please see
the Student Code Article 1—Student Rights and Responsibilities for further details
(http://admin.illinois.edu/policy/code).
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SUMMARY SCHEDULE OF SESSIONS
SESSION
1
2

WEEK
1
1

DATE

Jan-15
Jan-17

DAY
Tu
Th

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

2
2
3
3
4
4
5
5
6
6
7
7
8
8
9
9

Jan-22
Jan-24
Jan-29
Jan-31
Feb-5
Feb-7
Feb-12
Feb-14
Feb-19
Feb-21
Feb-26
Feb-28
Mar-5
Mar-7
Mar-12
Mar-14

Tu
Th
Tu
Th
Tu
Th
Tu
Th
Tu
Th
Tu
Th
Tu
Th
Tu
Th

19

10
10
11
11
12
12
13
13
14
14
14
15

Mar-26
Mar-28
Apr-2
Apr-4
Apr-9
Apr-11
Apr-16
Apr-18
Apr-23
Apr-23
Apr-25
Apr-30
May-8

Tu
Th
Tu
Th
Tu
Th
Tu
Th
Tu
Tu
Th
Tu
W

20
21
22
23
24
25
25
26
27

TOPIC

What Is Rural & Why Does It Matter? (Skype w/ Russell Medley)
Collaborative Planning in Small Towns & Rural Communities
(Skype w/ Dustin Fritsche)
Introducing the Geodesign Framework
Special Guest: Chiara Cocco Visit (Wetmore Lecture)
The First Iteration: The ‘Why’ Questions
Term Project: Preparing Memo #1 (Tasks 1-3)
Internal Presentation of Memo #1 and Supporting Materials
Discuss Memo #1 with Extension Liaison and Local Partners
The Second Iteration: The ‘How’ Questions
Term Project: Preparing Memo #2 (Tasks 3-4)
Internal Presentation of Memo #2 and Supporting Materials
Discuss Memo #2 with Extension Liaison and Local Partners
Term Project: Viola Visit
Term Project: Beardstown Visit (6:30 am Departure)
The Third Iteration: The ‘What, Where, and When’ Questions
Term Project: Summarize Initial Findings & Intended Workflow
Deliver Midterm Presentation (Group #1)
Deliver Midterm Presentation (Group #2)
*** SPRING VACATION ***
Project-Specific Discussion, Training, or Site Visit
*** NO CLASS (TERM PROJECT WORK SESSION) ***
Project-Specific Discussion, Training, or Site Visit
*** NO CLASS (TERM PROJECT WORK SESSION) ***
Project-Specific Discussion, Training, or Site Visit
Term Project: Work Session
Term Project: Work Session
Project-Specific Discussion, Training, or Site Visit
Term Project: Final Materials Preparation
*** INDIVIDUAL TECHNICAL REPORT DUE ***
Present Findings & Recommendations (Group #1)
Present Findings & Recommendations (Group #2)
*** FINAL MATERIALS DUE (PEER EVALUATION) ***
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KEY TASKS
1. Historical Context & Relevant Initiatives: This task involves collecting information on the history
and evolution of the community in which the selected project is situated. It also requires an inventory
and assessment of relevant planning and policy initiatives that have been implemented or impact the
substance of the selected project. For example, if the comprehensive plan update project is selected
what has been done in the study community, neighboring communities, or regionally that can be used
to inform our work? Are there local or regional models that can be used for inspiration or as a source
of best practices? Are there constraints or challenges that we should keep in mind as we proceed?
2. Community Trends Analysis: Students will analyze publicly available data sources, generate
informative graphics and tables, then briefly summarize and interpret their findings for important
domains perhaps including (but not limited to) the following:
•
•
•
•

Demographic characteristics
Economic activity
Environmental resources
Infrastructure and community facilities

Maps will be generated as needed to supplement the trends analysis.
3. Project Scope: This task requires each working group to discuss and agree on how the project is defined
and bounded. What is it that we want to accomplish? What deliverables do we envision? What
intermediate tasks are required to produce each of the deliverables under consideration? Are there
specific technical skills or concepts that we will need to cover in class to support completion of these
tasks? Are there threats or limitations to successful completion of the tasks identified that you can
anticipate at this stage? How might they be mitigated? What are meaningful milestones and what does
an overall work plan look like? How will progress be tracked? How often and when do we need to
make a visit? What about public participation?
4. Data Collection, Analysis, & Communication Strategy: Using Memo #1 as a guide, students
within each working group will specific data are needed to support each of the deliverables and tasks
identified, inventory publicly available data, identify organizations and individuals to approach, and
determine who the division of labor with respect to data analysis be handled in the group. This task
also considers and explicitly articulates specific tasks or analyses that will be performed and how
each of these contributes to the goals and objectives outlined in Memo #1. What tools (e.g., QGIS,
ArcGIS, SketchUp, Geodesignhub) are most appropriate? How will the work products be
communicated and who is the audience(s)?
5. Midterm Group Presentation: Students will summarize and present preliminary findings, outline
remaining tasks, revisit the memos produced (as needed), and identify any obstacles or outstanding
project needs.
6. Community Presentation: Students will refine and synthesize their findings across each of the
preceding tasks outlined above and identify specific recommendations and strategies for achieving the
goals outlined in the scoping phase.
7. Final Report & Materials: Each working group will submit a final report that draws upon each of
the preceding tasks will be submitted to instructor. The deliverables outlined in Memo #1 will be
submitted to the U of I Extension contact and local partners.
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SESSION TOPICS AND READINGS
Week 1: Defining Rural & Rural Planning (1/15 & 1/17)
Brown, D., & Schafft, K.A. (2011). Rurality in metropolitan society. In Rural People and Communities in
the 21st Century: Resilience and Transformation. Malden, MA: Polity Press. (pp. 3-15)
Daniels, T.L., Keller, J.W., Lapping, M.B., Daniels, K. & Segedy, J. (2007). “Planning in small towns:
An overview” and “Determining community goals and objectives.” In The Small Town Planning
Handbook, 3rd Edition. Chicago, IL: American Planning Association. (pp. xxv-xxx, 31-56)
Recommended:
Lapping, M. B., Daniels, T., & Keller, J. W. (1989). The planner and the rural community. In Rural
Planning and Development in the United States. New York, NY: Guilford Press (pp. 45-71)
Week 2: Introduction to Geodesign (1/22 & 1/24)
Steinitz, C. (2012). A Framework for Geodesign: Changing Geography By Design. Redlands, CA: ESRI
Press. (pp. 3-34).
Dangermond, J. (2010). Geodesign and GIS–designing our futures. Peer Reviewed Proceedings of Digital
Landscape Architecture, Anhalt University of Applied Science, Germany.
Recommended:
Li, W., & Milburn, L. A. (2016). The evolution of geodesign as a design and planning tool. Landscape
and Urban Planning, 156, 5-8.
Week 3 & Week 4: The ‘Why’ Questions (1/29 & 1/31 & 2/5 & 2/7)
Daniels, T.L., Keller, J.W., Lapping, M.B., Daniels, K. & Segedy, J. (2007). “Community profile,
geography, and history”; “Population characteristics and projections”; “Economic data for the small
community”; “The natural environment and cultural resources”; and “Community resources and public
facilities.” In The Small Town Planning Handbook, 3rd Edition. Chicago, IL: American Planning
Association. (pp. 67-146)
Steinitz, C. (2012). A Framework for Geodesign: Changing Geography By Design. Redlands, CA: ESRI
Press. (pp. 35-44).
Recommended:
Thorbeck, D. (2012). Rural Design: A New Design Discipline. New York, NY: Routledge. (pp. 111-128)
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Week 5: & Week 6: The ‘How’ Questions (2/12 & 2/14 & 2/19 & 2/21)
Steinitz, C. (2012). A Framework for Geodesign: Changing Geography By Design. Redlands, CA: ESRI
Press. (pp. 45-81).
Flora, C.B., & Flora, J.L. (2008). “Generating Community Change.” In Rural Communities: Legacy and
Change, 3rd Edition. Boulder, CO: Westview Press. (pp. 345-376).
Week 7: Visiting the Study Sites (2/26 & 2/28)
Project specific readings and other materials to be identified by students and instructor will be added to
the Compass site after the semester begins.
Week 8: The ‘What, Where, and When’ Questions (3/5 & 3/7)
Steinitz, C. (2012). A Framework for Geodesign: Changing Geography By Design. Redlands, CA: ESRI
Press. (pp. 83-91).
Daniels, T.L., Keller, J.W., Lapping, M.B., Daniels, K. & Segedy, J. (2007). “The design and appearance
of small towns” and “Making economic development happen in small towns.” In The Small Town
Planning Handbook, 3rd Edition. Chicago, IL: American Planning Association. (pp. 291-360)

